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«Tt js admitted that a paper medium, under the form of bank notes or government-securities, is 


circulated in 


oo resemblance to ours, except in name. 


poney. 1787. 


“rance, England, and most other commercial countries: but nobody is coinpelled by law 
to receive the payment of any debt in such money: hence it is, that the paper of those countries bears 
Every man receives a hank-note or refuses it at pleasure. 
When he receives it, he knows that on the next, hour he may have it changed for gold or silver, as 
the Bank is obliged to make such payments on demand. 
are frequently preferred to coin of the weighty metals.” ————-SY LV IUS, on the American paper- 


For this reason, bank-notes, being portable, 
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Lerrer XVI. 


Introduction of the. Bank Restriction Act 
to the House of Commons—The origin of 
his measure—The Bill moved for by ‘Mr. 
iti—Suspension of the two Acts prohpbiting 
all Promissory Notes—The.Title and Pre- 
mbles of those Acts—The Principles of those 
cls—Title and Preamble ‘of the Bank Re- 
nection Act—View of the Provisions of that 
tt——The Legal Tender—The meaning and 
pplication of the word Restriction. 


Gentlemen, 


We have now to take a view of the Acts 
Perliament, passed in consequence of the 
oppage of cash payments at the Bank 
England ; then to see-what was, at the 
assing of these Atcts, said by the advo- 
fates of them, respecting their duration ; 
hd this will enable us to form a pretty 
orrect judgment as to the statesman-like 
isdom of those advocates, and also as to 
l¢ probability of the Acts ever being 
freafter removed, except by a total anni, 
lation of the paper-money. 


Until the time at which the Bank Stop- 


ebruary, 1797, the Notés of the Bank 
“mpany were considered as good a8 real 
because, if the holder chose ‘it, he 

»at any moment, demand and re- 







“g¢ took place} until the 26th day of 
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ceive real money in exchange for them. 
But, when the Bank, mn the manner that 
we have seen, refused payment upon de- 
mand, the nature of the Notes was wholly 
changed. They were no longer equal in 
value to real money ; and nothing but a 
species of compulsion would, of course, in- 
duce the people to receive them in pay- 
ment of any debt theretofore contracted. 


Now, then, came the pinch. Nowcame 
forth the fact, that if was beyond all thé 
powers of hypocrisy, trick, and confusing 
verbosity any longer to disguise: forth 
came the ‘fact, that Bank Notes were to 
be, in reality forced upon the people’; 
that the man, who had a debt due to him, 
must take them in payment, or, if he re- 
fused them, be unable to arrest his cre- 
ditor: forth came the fact, aye, forth it 
came; after all the railing agaist French 
assignats; forth came the fact,;that no man 
who held a Bank note; that’no maty who 
held a note of that Company of Traders; 
payable on demand, could compel them 
to pay him, except m other such notes. 
Forth came this fact, and yet those who 
had brought the: finances of the country 
into such a state, were still kept in power 7 
to their management were the nation’s af- 
fairs still left; to their promises did the 
credulous and affiighted people still listen? 
and of their measures has the nation ever 
since ‘been feeling, and will, it is to b¢ 
feared, long feéi, the consequences. 


| The Orde? of the Privy Council (See i 


Company to stop paying their notes in money. 
The words are “ to forbear issumg any cash 
“in payment.” I beseech you, Gentlemen,’ 
to consider well thé nature of this transac- 
tion. Look back at the origin of the Bank; 
Consider it, as it really was, a mere Come 
pany of Traders: ‘Then view the holdérg 
of the Notes, whé were so many légal é¥es 
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in Letter XI, page 652) required the Bank 
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ditors, so many persons having a just and 
legal claim to be paid upon demand. See 


-all these creditors at. once deprived of 


their legal.rights of payment by an order 
of the Privy Council, of which the Minister 
himself was amember. See here a Com- 
pany of Traders, having promissory notes 
out to the amount of many millions, re- 
quired by the Privy Council “ to forbear’’ 
to pay off the said notes; and, above all 
things, observe, and NEVER FORGET, 
that this order, or request, was made in con- 
sequence, as we have seen from the official 
documents, of representations made by this 
Company of Traders themselves, who, as is 


. Stated in those documents (Letter XIII, 


page 750), made such representations in 
consequence of the drain upon their cash 
and of the alarm they therefore fe!t for the 
safety of their House. 
This was a fine spectacle to behold: it 
was a fine thing to be held forth to the 
world by a Minister, whose boasting about 
his financial resources and about his sup- 
port of public credit had been incessant 
from the day he first vaulted into the sad- 
dle of power. If this could be done with 
regard to one Company of Traders, why 
not with regard to any other Company of 
Traders, or any other single Trader, in the 
kingdom? If the Privy Council, avowedly 
upon-the representation of the Minister, 
“were to protect this Company of Traders 
against the Jawful demands of their credi- 
tors ; what reason was there that other 
Traders, that.other Debtors, should not be 
protecied in the same way, if they should 
“ feel alarm for the sqfety of iheir House ?”? 
We must never lose sight of this fact, that 
the Order in Council arose from a repre- 
sentation of the Minister; that represen- 


tation arose from one made to ihe Minister | 


by the Bank Company; and this latter 
representation arose (See , Letter XIII, 
p- 750) from the drain of cash at the Bank, 
and from the alarm, which the Bank Cem- 
pany felt for the safety of their House, 
‘his should be constantly kept in view. 
Weshould never, for one moment, lose sight 
ef the fact, that the whole of this measure 
of protection to the Bank had its origin in 
representations made by the Dank, Company 
itself. And, if we keep this fact steadily 
in view, we shall be in no danger of com- 
ing at a proper conclusion. : 


Thus far, then, we have seen the trans- j 


ection going no further than the Privy 
Council, We have seen it. originate with 
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the Bank Company, the demands of whos 
lawful creditors had given them ‘liven 
We have seen the Bank Company chin, 
upon che Minister to know when he would 
interfere. And, we have seen the Minister 
after saying, onthe 24th, that he would pre. 
pare a resolution of Council, 0 to the Coup. 
cil, on the 26th, and obtained the Resoly. 
tion and Order that we have seen. ‘Phys 
the Privy Council became a party tothe 
transaction ; and we are now about to see 
how the Parliament put the finishing stroke 
to it by giving to the order of Council the 
sanction of law ; we are now about to take 
a view of the Legislative Acts, by which, 
to use the expression of the late Lord 
Liverpool, paper-credit was exchanged (or 
paper-currency, by which bank-notes were 
moulded into paper-money. 


In Letter XIf, page 681, we have seen 
how the. minister first introduced to the 
House of Commons the project of passing 
ataw to sanetion the Order in Council; 
that is to say, to sanction the refusal of the 
Bank Company to pay their promissory 
notes. We have seen, that, upon being 
asked by Mr. Atpeaman Comse, whether 
he meant to make the bank-notes a legu! 
tender, he knew not what to answer ; that 


he twisted and writhed in great apparent 


embarrassment of mind; but, that be 
knew not what to answer. We have also 
seen, that, before’ the House met the nett 
day (28th of February, 1797) the mecting 
at the Mansion-House had taken place, 
having been, as we have seen, previousy 
contrived, in private, with the Ministers 
We have seen am account of the other 
Meetings through the country ; and we 
have seen, in Letter XIV, the manner o 
forming the Secret CommitTie, _ 
whom came Reports (Letter XIV, p. 80%), 
declaring the affairs of the Bank to be in 
a most flourishing way, and that the ~ 
pany were possessed of a great surplus 
means. 


this 


Thus prepared, and perceiving, by . 


time, that his adherents were resol¥ an 
stand by him (See Letter XIV. ) at 
the Minister; on the 9th of March, I!" 
moved for leave to “bring 1” C ail 
“ confirm and continue the Order In ves " 
“of the 26th of February, foraum 
“be limited.” This was the first mo 
towards the making of the /aw ge borat 
rizing the Bank.to refuse to pay ! which 
ditors their justdemands ; that oti sith 
has filled theingdom with banks 4 
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paper-money, and which, as we shalh by- 
and-by see, has produced no small share 
of our present dangers and distress, But, 
before we proceed any. further in the his- 
torv of this Act, which, you will bear in 
mind, is the Act, which the Bullion Com- 
mittee have proposed to repeal in two 
years frorftthis time ; before we proceed 
any further ig the history of this. Act, we 
must shortly = two other Acts, wiich 
were passed Before it, and which, though 
of inferior importance, were the first-born 
of the Bank Stoppage. 


The refusal of the Bank Company to 
pay their notes was, as every one must 
naturally suppose, productive of the cqn- 
sequence of driving all the gold coin 
out of circulation ; tor, ander such cir- 
cumstances, the moment a guinea ora 
half guinea got into the hands of a-person 
able to keep it, and not an ideot, it would 
remain very quiet in the chest of that 
person ; and, asthe smallest notes then in 
circulation, were notes for five pounds, the 
difficulty in making payments would ne- 
cessarily be very -great.. The distress, 
arising from this cause, was so great, that, 


}on the Ist of March, it was resolved by 


the House of Commons to bring ina bill 
to legalise the issuing of sinali notes by 
private persons; and, on the same day a 
bil was read asecond time for enabling 
the Bank of England to issue notes under 
Jive pounds, | : 


The, reason for passing these Acts was 
this; there were in existence two Acts 
of Parliament, which prohibited: the nego- 
Aung. Of promissory notes and other paper 
") an amount under five pounds.. These 
Acts are, upon this occasion, worthy of 
eur partiguiar attention; because they 
Were passed upon the principle, that sniadd 
nity. The first of these Acts was passed 
" the year 1775, and, as will be seen from 
ie Title and Preamble, which I ‘beg of 
you to read *, small paper currency was, at 
ee Eee 
| * Firpsenra Geo. LI. Chap. LI. 
<n Act to restrain the negotiation of pro- 

“Ory hotes and inland bills of exchange 








Under a limited sum, within that part of 


ureat Britain called -England.—W hereas 
Tous notes, . bills ‘of exchange, and 

vay 9 for money, for very small sums, 
ei or some time past, been circulated or 
of net In lieu ef cash, within that part 
teat Britain called England, to the 


Paper promises were injurious to the commu- 





that time, declared by lawto be of “ great, 
“ prejudice to trade and public. credit.” 
There were, in 1775, as we have already 
seen, no bank notes for sums less than TEN 
POUNDS, and, it was then supposed, that 
smaller notes would be an injury. In two 
years after the above Act wis passed, the 
effect of it having been found good, ano- 
ther Act was passed carrying the prohibi- 
tion to any sum under five pounds, And, 
Gentlemen, I beg you to pay particular 
attention to the language of these Acts. 
The first says, that the circulation of notes 


- for very small sums, in lieu of cash, is to the 


great prejudice of trade and public credit ; 
and, after the parliament have had “two 
years experience of the effects of this Act, 
they pass another, in which, after declar- 
ing that the effects of the former Act have 
been “very salutary,” they extend the 
provisions of it from the sum of fventy 
shillings to Ure sum of five pounds}. Thus, 





great prejudice of trade and public credit ; 
dc. &c. Be it, therefore, enacted by the 
King’s most excellent Majesty, by, and 
with the advice and consent of the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in 
this present Parliament assembled, and by 
the authority.of the same, ‘That all pré- 
missory or other notes, bills of exchange, 
or draughts, or undertakings, in ‘writing, 
being negociable or transferable for the 
payment of any sum or sums of money, /ess 
than the sum of twenty shillings in the whole, 
which shall be made or issued at any time 
from and after the twenty-fourth day’ of 
June one thousand: seven hundred and se- 
venty-five, shall be, and the same are 
hereby declared to be, absolutely void and 
of no-eflect, any law, statute, usage, or 
custom to the contrary, therefore in any 
wise notwithstanding. | 

+ Sevesteents Geo, II]. Cap. XXX. 
——An Act for further restraiping the 
negociation of promissory rotes, and in- 
land bills of exchange, ‘under a limited 
sum, within that “part-of Great Lritain 
called England.——Whereas by a certain 
Act of Parliament passed in -the fifteenth 
year of the reign of his present Majesty 
(intituled-an Act to restrain the negogia- 
tion of promissory notes and ‘inland’ bills 
of exchange under a limited sum, within 
that part of Great Britain called England), 
ail negociable promissory or other notes, 





| bills of exchange ‘or: draughts, or urier- 


takings im writing, for any sum of money 


less than “the sum of twenty shillings in the. 


mole, &e, &c, and whereas the said Act 
2F2 
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then, small paper currency was proved to 
have been an evil; it was proved, by ex-. 
perience, to have beem. injurious to trade 
and to public credet; and, therefore, while 
there were no bank notes for sums less than 
ten pounds, the law forbade that there 
should be any other cineulating or negocia- 
dle notes, under five pounds, 


Thus, as to paper-currency, stood the 
law in 1797, whea tbe Bank Stoppage 
took place; and as we have already seen, 
ny the former part of this Letter, the coun- 
try was, in consequence of the Stoppage, 
thrown into the greatest distress for. the 
want of something to represent small 
gums. The manufacturers, and, indeed, all 
the journeymen and labourers, throughout 
the kingdom could not be paid in the usual 
manner. The coin had disappeared, as it 
naturally would the moment a bank note 
would not fetch its amount in guineas at 
the Bank; and, the guineas and _ half 
guineas having gone out of sight, which 
they did instantly, there were no means 
of paying smallsums. ‘Therefore, the very 
first thing to be done, was to provide 
something to supply the place of the 
guineas and half guineas, and, indeed, the 
whole of the coin, except the hammered- 
out shillings and. sixpences, such as we 
how see current. 


» For this purpose it was necessary to 
puss an Act to repeal, or, atleast, to suspend, 
the two acts, of which we have just taken 
a view, and, accordingly a suspension Act 
was passed om the 10th of Mareh 1797, 
the title and preamble of which Act are 
here inserted, as worthy of attention, and 
as matter for future remark*. This Act, 





hath been attended with very salutary effects 
and in ease the provisions therein eon- 
wre were extended to a further sum, the 
g of the sat’ Act would be further 
Sdounced/ Be it, the?efore, enacted, &c. 
&c. Ahd the Act extends the prohibi- 
tion to any sum under five pounds. 
* Tumry Seventa Geo. IH, Cap. 
I.——An Act to suspend’ for a 
limited time, the operation of two Acts of 
the fifteenth, and seventeenth years of the 
reign of his present Majesty for restrain. 
ing the negociation’ of promissory notes, 
and inland bills, of exchange, under a 
hmited sum, within that part of Great 
Britain called. England.——-Whereas ah 
Act of Parliament was past in the fifteenth: 


¥ear of thereign of his present Majesty, in« 





(904 
by which the suspension was to be con. 
tinued only till the first day of the thee 
ensuing month of May; that is to re 
for forty days only, was, as we shall by- 
and-by see, afterwards extended in its 
duration, and has continued ‘in force tilt 
this day. 


But, this was nothing without giving a 
power of making small notes to the Bank 
of England. The Bank had dividends to 
pay ; and, of course, all the sums, or parts 
of sums, under five pounds (there being, ag 
yet, no notes under that sum) they were 
still compelled to pay in cash, which was 
what they did not like, and, in fact, what 
they were not, perhaps, able to do. It 
was, therefore, necessary, above all things, 
to give them a power of making smalt 
notes. There was a doubt, whether the 
two Acts of the 15th and 17th of George 
the Third, above-mentioned, applied to 
bank notes; and, it was thought, by some 
persons; that they did not so apply ; but, 
an Act of Parliament, the great cure for 
all doubts and difficulties, was passed to 
remove this doubt; and such was the haste 
in doing this, that the Act was passed on 
the 3rd of March, though the bill was 
brought in only on the 28¢h of February. 
This Act authorized the Bank to issue 
notes for sums under five pounds; and, ac- 
cordingly, two and one pound notes were 
immediately issued.* 


J 





tituled, an Act to restrain the negociation 
of promissory notes, and inland bills of 
exchange, under a limited sum, within 
that part of Great Britain called England: 
And whereas another Act was passed in 
the seventeenth year of the reign of his 
present Majesty, intituled, an Act for fur 
ther restraining the negociation of promis 
sory notes, we inland bills of exchange 


‘under ‘a limited sum, within that part ° 


Great Britain called England ; And where- 
as IT IS EXPEDIENT that the said Acts 
should be suspended for s certain time, 80 “! as 
the same may relate to any notes, draug 
or undertakings made payable on demand: 
&e. &e. &e. The Actthen suspends those 
Jaws until the first day of May 1797. , 
* Turery-sevent Gro. Il. Chap. 
XX VIII.——An Act to remove doubts 4 
specting Promissory Notes of =f corn 
nor and Compaiiy of the Bank of + n 
for payment of sums of money u" Hs 
pounds. ——Whereas it is exipedient bet 
public service, and for the convenrence 2 ve 
mereial cirowlation, ‘that the Governor 
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Now, Gentlemen, I beg you to stop 
here, for a moment, and take another look 
at the language of these Acts of Parlia- 
ment, these solemn declarations of the Le- 
gisiature. In the year 1779, they say, 
that the circulation of small notes, in lieu 
of cash, is of “ great prejudice to trade and 
« public credit.’” In 1777 they declare, 
upon the evidence of two years of expe- 
rience, that their having lessened the quan- 
tity of small notes had produced “ very 
« salutary effects.’ And, in 1797, under 
the ministry of Prrr, whose debts the pub- 
lic have paid, and for whom they are to 
pay fora monument; aye, under the mi- 
vistry of this man, the Parliament were 
brought to declare, that, to make small 
notes, that to do just the contrary of what 
the above two acts were intended to effect, 
was “ expedient for the public service, and for 
“the convenience of commerce,’ In 177 
and 1777 it was enacted, that small pro- 
missory notes, in lieu of cash, were “a 
“ great prejudice to trade and public crE- 
“pir” In 1797 it was enacted, that small 
promissory notes, in lieu of cash, were 
« expedient for the public service and for the 
* convenience of commerce.”’ Gentlemen, 
when you have paid due attention to this, 
you will hardly want any thing more to 
enable you to answer those, who have yet 


“the folly or the impudence to attempt a 


defence of the’ministry of Pitt, who, as it 
has been well observed, in reply to one of 
his eulogists, found the country gold, and 
left it paper, 


But, the grand measure was yet to come. 
ere was, as yet, no law to sanction the 
deed of refusing to pay the bearers of the 
Bank’s promissory notes. _This was a 
thing that the people had yet to receive at 
the hands of those, who had plunged them 
into the Anti-jacobin war, and who had 
fed them with the hopes of beating France 
through her finances. Yes, the people of 
England, the “ most thinking people,” had 
Y€t to swallow this; they had yet to gulp 
this bolus from the hands of those, who had 
buoyed thein up, for so many .years, by 
Comparisons of the flourishing state of the 
ngiish finances compared with those of 
rance, which Jast nation they still be- 
heved to be, as Pirr told them, ‘ in the 
very gulph of bankruptcy.” 





Company of the Bank of England should 
fee Promissory notes, payable to bearer, 
ge ims of money under five pounds; &c. 








This measure was, as we have scen, in- 
troduced into the House of Commons, in 
form, on the 9th of March, 1797, in a mo- 
tion, made by Pir, for leave to bring in 
a Bill for continuing, for a limited time, 
what he cailed the RESTaICTION (pray 
mark the word) apon the Bank, rejative 
to its issue of specie. This Bill, after un- 
dergoing the discussions, some, of which I 
shall have to notice more particularly, 
by-and-by, became a Law onthe 3rd of 
May, 1797. * 





* Tuirty SeventaH Geo, Ili. Chap, 
XLY.——-An Act for confirming and con- 
tinuing for a limited time the Restriction 
contained in the minute of council of the 
twenty-sixth of February one thous od 
seven hundred and ninety seven. on pay- 
ments of cash by the Bank.—Whereas, 
by minute of his Majesty’s Privy Council, 
made on the twenty-sixth day of Febru- 
ary one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
seven, upon the representation of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, stating, that 
from the result of the imiormation which 
he had received, and the inquiries which 
it had been his duty to make respecting 
the effect of the unusual demands for spee 
cie, that have been made upon the. metro- 
polis, in consequence of ill founded or ex- 
aggerated alarms in different parts of the 
country, it appeared, that uyless some 
measure was immediately taken, there 
might be reason to apprehend a want of 
suflicient supply of cash to answer the exi- 
gencies of the public service ; it was de- 
clared to be the unanimous opinion of the 
board, that it was indispensably necessary 
for the public service, that the directors 
of the Bank of England should forbear 
issuing any cash in payment unti), the 
sense of Parliament could be taken on 
that subject, and the proper measures 
adopted. thereupon for maintaining the 
means of circulation and sapporting the 
public and commercial credic of the king- 
dom at this important conjunctare ; and it 
was ordered, that a copy of the said mi- 
nute should be transmiteed to the directors 
of the Bank of England, and they were 
thereby required, on the grounds of the 
exigency of the case, to conform thereto 
until the sense of Parliament could be 
taken as aforesaid : And whereas, in pure 
suance of the minute, the said governor 
and company of the Bank of England, 
have, since the said twenty-sixth day of 
February one-thousand-seven-hundred and 
| ninety-seven, forborne to issue cash in paye 
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. When you have read the Title and Pre- 
amble of this act, you will accompany me 
in a brief sketch of its provisions, which 
you will find not only curious and imterest- 
ing as an object of public attention, but use- 
ful also to each of you as individua's, who 
will hence learn, how fir you are compelled 
to receive payment in Bank notes, and in 
What way your previous contracts have 
been affecied by this Act. 


The Preamble of the Act having re- 
peated what-was contained in the Order 
af Couxcit, and having declared, that to 
covfirm- and continue the refusal to pay in 
Gold and Silver, though such refu-al was 
mot warranted by law; having acknow- 
letged the illegality of the things done, 
ant declared the necessity of continuing to 
do th m; having made this beginning, 
the Act vext proveeds, Section I. to in- 
denn fy Vie Bank Directors and all other 


persons for bavi 2 done these illegal 
thins; tha! is tu aay, to protect all such 
pes ‘ist any appeal to the law that 


any ssultorng party might ‘be incined to 
make. S» that; whatever loss or hinde: 

ance or injury any man might have sut- 
fered from the novi-payment of the promis- 
sory notes of the Bank Company, such 
suif-¥er'was, by this Act, at once deprived 
of atl fégal means of obtaining redress. 
The Act next provides, in Stetron HH, that 
the bank -houid be liable to nu prosecution 
for the noa-payment of any of their notes, 
that they might be willing to exchange for 
other notes; and, that in case the Bank 
were sued. by any one for the non-pay- 
ment of their notes, they might apply to 
the Court t» stop proccedings in such actions, 
Who might stop them accordingly, and 
without costs to the plaintiffin any action 
bronghi against the Bank for non-pay- 
ment of its notes, unless the Court should 
think the action xecessary, Section III. 
Permits the Bank to issue cash in payment 
of any sum wnder twenty shiilings, or where 
jess than twenty shillings should be a 
fractional part of a sem to be paid by the 
Bank. This wasa very gracious permis- 
sion! The same Section allows them to is- 
ments, except for purposes for which the 
issue of cash was deemed xinavoidable ; it is 
necessary that the Restriction in the said | 
minute,e although moc warranted by’ Lav, 
should be confirmed, and should be continned 
for.a limived time, bythe authority ‘of 
Parliament: Be: it, therefore, enacted, 
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sue cash for the service of the 4; 
Navy, or the Ordnance, in pursu: 
order of the Privy Council. Sxetjoy Jv 
Specifies, that the Bank, during the restric. 
tion or stoppage, shal! not advance to ih, 
government any cash or notes exceeding 
in amoant 600,000 pounds.  Sgerioy V 
Permits the Bank to repay cish to those 
persons that may chocse to lodge cush in the 
Bank. But, the Section permits the Bank 
to repay an cash only three fourths of the 
amount of what shall be so lotved with 
them.- Sections VI. and VIL. Peimit 
the Bank to advance the sum of 125.09 
pounds to the Bankers of London and 
Scotland. Section VIII. Treats of pay. 
ments between private individuals, and it 
provides, that all payments which tare 
been made, or which shall be wiade dur. 
ing the continuance of this act, in B nk 
of England. notes, shall be deemed pays 
ments in cash, W accepted as sien, 
Section 1X. Contains the great alteration 
made in the law between debior and cre. 
diior, We have seen,. that, by the 2d 
Section, the Bank notes were made to be 
quite equal to cash in the case of ali de- 
mands, made upon the Bank for payment 
of its notes, which, therefore, made the 
notes of the Bank, as far as relat:d to 
debts due from the Bank, on account of its 
notes, a LEGAL TENDER, which woids 
mean, such money or currency as the lw 
regards as good im the payment of debis. 
Guineas, for instance, are a LEGAL TENDER, 
because, the tender or offering of thea in 
payment ts sufficient to ‘Seige any action 
or proceeding at law being entertained 
against the person, who may have ofle red 
them in payment, in quantity equal to the 
amount of the debt. But, Bank notes 
were not made a legal tender, and they 
are not now a legal tender, between pi 
vaie individuals. Ifa man owe me money, 
I can still demand coin in payment, and 
the only difference is, that I cannot, if my 
debtor ‘tender me the amount of the ai 
in Bank of England notes, cause him aku 
errested and held to special bail, as l at 
have done, if this act had not been sven 
This part of the act every one xp 
read, and, therefore, I have put han 
Section ina note*. Section X 1% 
hen 
* Section [X.—And, be it jc 
enacted by the authority aforesaid, 2 
doting the continuance of the Festricte 
payments by the said governor get 
‘pany in cash, imposed by this act, a b0 
son shall be held to special bail upe 
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vides that the collectors of the public re- 


limit, or confine. Iam restricted, for instance, 


venue shall accept payment in Bank of | irom going ont of Newgate. Iam here in 


England notes. SECTION XI. Permits 
the Bank to issue cash, in certain cases, 
upon giving five days notice to the 
Speaker of the House of Commons. SerEc- 
tions XIL and XU. Provide for the con- 
tinuance of the act to the 24th of June (a 
duration of only fifty-two days), and for the 
repealing or altering of it during the then 
present session of parliament. 


This, gentlemen, is what is called the 
Bank-RES?PRICTION Act, a very con- 
venient phrase, calculated to convey the 
notion, that the Bank is able and willing to 
pay; but, that it is noe permitted to do it. 
lbeg you to bear along with you the 
meaning of the word Restriction, which 
implies an act done. by one party to pre- 
vent another party from doing what he 
would do if not precented, To restrict is to 





process issuing out of any court, unless 
the aitidavit which shall be made for that 
purpose according tothe provisions in the 
Act of the twelfth year ofthe reign of 
his late Majesty King George the first, for 
preventing frivoious and vexatious arrests, 
shall not only contain the several matters 
vequired by the said Act, but also that no 
ofler has been made to pay the sum of 


| money in such affidavit mentioned, and 


therein sworn to, for the purpose of holding 
any person to special bail, in notes of the 
said governor anil company, expressed to 
be payable on demand (fractional parts of 
the suin’ of tw enty shillings only ex- 
cepted ); and if any process shall be is- 
sued against any person upon which such 
person might have been held to special 
bail before the passing of this Act and no 
allilavit shall be made as aforesaid, that no 
such offer of payment in notes of the go- 
‘ecnor and company had been made as 
“oresaid, such person shall not be arrested 
on such process, but proceedings shall be 
bad against such persoi: in the same man- 
nerasif no affidavit had been made for 
the purpose of holding such person to spe- 
Cal bail “undér the provisions of the said 
Act of his said late Majesty King George 
the urst} and all provisions in such Act, 
erin any other Act of Parliament, for 
Preventing frivolous and vexatious arrests, 
shall be applied to the provisions in this 
Act Contained, ‘so far as the same are ca- 
rae ‘of being® so applied: provided 

Ways, that if affidavit shall be made 





state of restriction. .1 should go home to 
my farm and my family, if it were not for 
this restriction ; and so “ the most thinking 
‘ people of Earope” think, of course that 
the Bank Company would pay their notes 
in gold and silver, if they were not re- 
stricted in the same manner. But of this 
we shall see more in the next letter, when 
we come to speak of the duration of this 
restricting Act; and, in the mean while, 
I remain, 


Gentlemen, 
Your faithful friend, 
W™, CosBetTr. 


State Prison, Newgate, Monday, 
November 12, 1810. 





upon which any person or persons might 
have been held to special bail upon any 
such process as aforesaid, before the passing 
of this act, and it shall be likewise sworn in 
such affidavit that such offer of payment 
has been made as aforesaid, so that the 
person or persons who might have been 
arrested and held tospecial bail upon such 
process, if this Act had not been made, 
cannot, by reason of such offer and of the 
provisions in*this act contained, be so ar- 
rested and held to special bail, it shall be 
lawful for the court out of which such 
process shall issue, or for any judge of such 
court, in a summary way, to order the de- 
fendant or defendants in the action in 
which such process shall issue, and who 
might have so held to special bail as afore- 
said if this Act had not been made, to 
cause notes ofthe said governor and com- 
pany, expressed to be payable on demand 
tothe amount of the sum of money for 
which such person or persons might have 
been so held to special bail, if this Act 
had not been made, to be deposited in 
such manner assuch Court or Judges shall 
direct, to answer the demands of the 
plaintiff or plaintiffs in such action; and 
if such deposit shall not be made within 
the time limited by such order after such 
notice thereof as shall thereby be directed 
to be given, itshall be lawful, upon affidavit 
duly made and filed that such deposit has 
not beew made according to such order, 
to arrest such defendant or defendants, and 
hold him, her, or them to special bail, 
in such and the same manmer as if this act 
had not been made, 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 


‘| utderstand, that the enemy’s communi- 
“cation with Almeida’ is comoletely cud off 5 
‘and be possesses only the ground, on winch 
‘‘ his army stands,”——Baron. Douro of Wel- 
lesley and Viscount’ Wellington of Talavera 
and of Wellington's Dispatch, dated 30th of 
Se pt. 1810. 

PortuGat.——- The public were, a 
month ago, in hourly expectauon of hear- 
ing of the complete overthrow of Massena 
, & : d 
and his army; and, very reasonably might 


‘they enteriain such expectation, afier 


having been told what they were told, re- 
lative to the state of the enemy’s-army and 

New, however, at the end of a 
month, we are told, that no battle at all 
has been fought; that the two armies re- 
main in ‘thé same positions, where the in- 
telligence’ of the 14th of October left 
| half-naked, half- 
starved, and houseless army of Massena 
is"still Notonly in existence, but lies close 
to thé lines of our army. The Morn- 
mic Post of yesterday (the 12th instant), 
contains the following paragraph upon 
this subject, the danguage and fone of which 
are really ominous :—“< A. Telegraphic 
¢* Communication was succeeded. last night 


a 
. _ } } 
them: and that the 


> $f by: the arrival of an Express, with intel- 


e¢ Timenco froth Lord WV citing ten of so late 
«a date as the Ist instant. Atshat time no 
*¢ general action had taken place, nor had 
** there becn any movement of cousequence 
** on either side. Indeed both armies re- 
“* mained in precisely the same sisuations in 
“which they were lett at the date of the 
* former advices brought by the Apollo 
" frigate. Lord Wellington egntinued to 
** present a bold formidable front.ta the ene- 
‘my, who had not dared to-attack his 
* Lordship in the fine positions. which he 
*« had so judiciously taken; but the reports 
“circulated yesterday afternoon, of Mas- 
** sena’s retreat, pursued by Lord Welling- 
* ton, and of the destruction of the greater 
“part of the enemy’s force, are entirely 
“void of foundation. Massena had cer- 
" tainly not retreated so late as the ‘Ist 
“instant. He had several times recon- 
*“ nottered the British lines, but had not yet 
“attempted to attack them. “Lord Wel- 
“lington,.on the other hand, though he 
** most prudently had not ventured to advance. 
* upod the enemy, continued to bid @ proud 
“« defiance to his utmost efforts, and should 
“ Massena ultimately be induced to attack 
“ bis Lotdship, sthe Most sanguine hopes of 
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« sion of the British force. The whole of 0 

“ gallant countrymen in arms, the Public 
“« will be happy to hear, continued in good 
“ health, excellent spirits, and most perfect 
“ order of battle, ready and anxious to meet 
«in combat the enemies of their count; 

“ and of ctvilezed man.” Yes, yes: the 
last is a matter of course. There can be 
no doubt of the anxiety of our army to at 
tack the French, especially as they have 
such admirably hearty associates in the 
Portuguese, whom Marshal Beresford has, 
in the most solemn manner, declared to be 
equal to any troops in the world. lt js 
quite natural that the army should be 
eager to join. in combat with the enemies 
of civilized man. Though the idea is new, 
it isa very fine one. Fighting for civilized 
man! Laying a country waste, as we have 
been told, and making it a desert, for the 
sake of czvilized man! There is something 
so truly sublime tn this, that I should sus- 


pect it to have flowed: from the pen of 


Rosa Matilda herseif.—-—But, while I as- 
sent to the propriety and admire the 
beauty of this passage, there are some ex- 
pressions in the aboye article, which, as! 
said betore, appear rather ominous. ‘The 
noble Viscount, we: are told, “ continued 
“to present a bold and formidable front w 
“the enemy ;” and then, again, that be 
* continued to bid @ proud defiunce to the 
‘‘ utmost.efforts of Massena.’’ What! a 
bold front. and a proud defiance to that 
enemy, who,.as we were before told, had 
neither pfovisions nor covering; whom 
we had beaten, and for the beating of 
whom we had fired the Park and Tower 
guns. a month before; and who, al the 
time of our shewing this bold front and 
proud defiance had received no re-inlorce- 
ments, while our Viscount had, as we 
were informed, been greatly re-inforced 
ubsequent to the victory. What! a - 
front, a proud defiance to those wretche 
scare-crows, the remains of that army, ° 
whom we left zwo thousand dead upon the 
glorious field of Buzago, and to whom me 
left nothing but the ground, po an 
they stood, with their retreat to Alme ‘ 
completely cut off! a bold front sa 
proud defiance to such anenemy: © 
come, Sir Morning Post, yo" aoe 
unsay this; or I must send it yack ; 
your throat.——Nay, this writer, " 
had before giyen us every reasoP — 
pose, that. Massena and his army © 
not exist five days in front of he 
now tells.us, that this Frenchman ©", 
reconnoiering these lines. Aye, ) 








[912 
thole of our 
the Public 
ned in good 
10st pertect 
10US to meet 
oir country 
3, yes: this 
Pre can be 
amy to at- 
they have 
ates in the 
resford has, 
clared to be 
orld, It is 
should be 
the enemies 
dea is new, 
for civilized 
as we have 
ert, for the 
something 
be 
should sus- 
the pen of 
while I as 
r1dmire the 
re some ex- 
which, as] 
nous. ‘The 
continued 
ible front to 
ain, that be 
fiunce to the 
What! a 
nee to that 
‘e told, had 
ing ; whom 
beating of 
and Tower 
who, -at the 
1 front and 
) re-inforce- 
nad, as we 
re-inforced 
hat! a bold 
e wreiche 
at army, of 
d upon the 
» whom we 
upon which 
to Almeida 
ront and 3 
my ! Come, 
‘you must 
ack down 
riter, W 
ison to Sup 
rmy cou 
our |ines, 
un has beea 
, that the 





Ptake place; well? what 


913] 


man, whom we had got into @ trap; 
whom Lord ‘Talavera had drawn after him 
to the very spot whither he wished to get 
him to; we are now told, by this same 
writer, that this Massena, who had been 
urged on by the rage of Buonaparte into 
this trap: has now been reconnontering our 
‘Viscount’s lines 3 reconnoitering the lines 
of him, wao bad got him into bis trap; 
looking to see where and hew to attack 


the imes of him who had vot him into that | 


trap ! —— |'bhen, we are told now, that, in 
case Massena should be induced to attack 
our Viscount. What! attack him? Attack 
him? Is this thought possible, then? Is it 
tiiought possible, that the half-naked, half- 


i starved, the discontented, deserting, un- 


housed army of Massena, whom we had 
beaten at Busaco, and whom we had drawn 
over a desolated country into a trap 3 Is it, 
then,really thought possible, thatthis army, 


’ that sucha disgraced and famishing enemy, 


wil! dare to attack our Viscount and his 
army ? Thiswriter must be mad. I thought 
him so some time back. He must be mad ; 
or,atany rate, all that hetoldus before abont 
the desolation of the country, the distress 
and misery and discontents and desertions 
and entrapmentof, Massena’s army, must 
have been false. ——But, if this attack abort? 
then? why, 
“the most sanguine -hopes of a glorious 


“resalt, on our part, are entertained.” 


And, isthatall? Only hopes? Sanguine, 
indeed; but still nothing but Aopes. It is 
come t6 this, is it? We hope, with the as- 
sistance of three tier of fortified lines, in 
the finest natural position in the world, to 
meet with success the attack of an enemy, 
whom we have already beaten in the open 
Held,and whom we have drawn into a 
‘rap, Where he is destitute of provisions 
aud where his retreat is cut off? We hope, 
wider sech circumstances, to resist the 
cuack of such an enemy ! There is 
scother article, in the Morning Post of 
tis dav (13th), which I must beg the 
reader to go through ; for he may be as- 
sured, that we shall-have to refer to it 
‘cain. ‘This history of the Portuguese war 
s one of very great importance on account 
of the war itself, but of infinitely greater 
portance asan illustration of the mauner 





| iN which-the people of England are, with 


respect to” intelligence, treated by such 


prints as the Morning Post. The cam- 
PUgn Must, sooner or later, come to an 
i : rn the nature of that end we 
: : | knowwhat we ought to think ofthose, 
"ho have related to us, in its different 


| 
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stages the stateand progress of the contest. 
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The enemy are positively stated to have 
sustained a defeat on the 11th ult. with the 
loss of frum 9 to 10,000 men; and if this 
he correct, tie affair must have taken 
piace, in the netghbourhood of Leiria, 
where indeed several private letters 
mention it to have been fought, but re- 
duce the loss-of the enemy to six thou 
sind men. Between the 
tile armies, however, as we have al- 
ready stated, no battle had taken place 
so late as the Ist instant, and therefore 
the statemerts of Massena having been 
defeated, and in consequence offered to 
evacuate Portugal, are totally unfound- 
ed. Lord Wellington, as we stated 
yesterday, waited the attack of the 
enemy, in the perfect confidence of suc- 
cess; but Massena ad not yet dared to 
advance against him. ‘The long delay 
of Massena can only be ascribed to a 
conyiction that the force at his disposal 
is incompetent.to the task of forcing the 
positions of the Ailied Army ; and it is 
highly probable he was waiting to be 


. aul }. ‘ 
two Thain nose 


reintorced by Drouet’s division from 


ce 


Spain béfore he made any attempt upon 


“our limes. This delay, however, LAS af- 


<< 


“ 


« 


« 


“ 


ee 


ee 
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ATOEE LOM Weiliigion an epportunity 
“of strengthening still further his already 
« formidable postions; and even in the 


event of Massena being joined by the 
division of Drouet, that addition (we sup- 
pose from 12 to 15,000 men) would not 
render [fussena’s army so formidable as to 


“ ireate any apprehensions of his being able 


to force Lord Wellington’s triple line, so 


“« strongly fortified by nature, and by art, as 


we have already described it. Besides the 


« private letters from Lisbon continne to 
« represent the enemy’s army as in great 
« want of provisions—a fact which it would 


certainly be very difficult to dispute, 


“from the consideration that so large an 
“army must soon exhaust its provisions, 
«while the Portuguese Militia, being in 
«its rear, would preyent its receiving 
“fresh supplies, unless escorted by a 
“very formidable force indeed. 
“seems no doubt of the success of Colonel 
« Trant’s enterprise against Coimbra, where 
“he took between 5 and 6,000 prisoners, 
“ the greater part of whom, it is said, are” 
* about to embark at Oporio for 
“ ]t is also ascertained that Gen. Silviera 
«made 1,400 prisoners at Figueira,” —— 
Hence, then, we are to believe, that the 
enemy has lost another 9 or 10 thousand. 
men! Twenty more: kill them! Twenty 
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more: killthemtoo! Here, again, we have 
repeated, the assertions, that even a rein- 
forcement of 15 or 20 thousand men will 
not make Massena so strong as to create 
on our side any apprehensions, so strong 
are our positions from nature as well as 
from art. And, mind, that we are here 
again, for the fiith time, assured that there 
can be no doubt that Coronet Tranv 
made 5 or 6 thou: 
Coimbra. Nay, we are again told, that 
these prisoners are about to embark for Eng- 
land from Oporto; and that General Sil- 
viera had made another 1,400 Frenchmen 
prisoners.. And, after this, we still make 
it matter of bous: that Massena does not dare 
attack us in our lines three deep !——But, 
let us now take another view of the matter. 
Suppose that Massena should not attack 
us? This writer tells us, that our Viscount 
prudently does not advance against Mas- 
sena. So that, if Massena should remain 
where he is, our army will, it would seem, 
from this writer’s account, remain where it 
is; and, then, I take it, the campaiga will 
have changed itself into something very 
much resembling a siege, with this pecu- 
liarity, that the beaten and starving party 
will be the besieger. What might be the 
effect of such a stege in other respects I 
shall not here attempt to inquire; but, 
with one thng we may, I think, lay our 
account; anil that is, that the food and all 
other necesseries, not only for the whole 
of the army, but for the:whole.of the peo- 
ple ot Lisbon and the population within 
the lines, must find its way thither by sea, 
the expences of which I shall leave our 
financiers to estimate. We have been 
told, that along with our army, the whole 
of.the people of the country through which 
it passed, took flight, destroying all that 
part of their property which they could 
not carry away, and laying waste the whole 
couatry, so that there were no resources, of 
any sort, lefifortheenemy. This we were 
told over and over again. We were told it 
inall manner of shapesand ways. We had 
it in gross and in detail. Now, if this 
was érué, then must the little nook of land, 
which we still hoid, be nearly covered 
with people as close as they can stand ene 
by another, all of whom must have their. 
food’ sent them by sea. And, if it was false, 
then'has Massena some resources left in 
the country; and, of course, is able .to 
maintain’his army at the expence of the 
Portugnese.——The ‘object of sending an 
army to Portugal was to defend that coun- 
try against the French 5 it was.to protect the 
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people of Portugal against the inroads, the 
extortions; and the violence of the Breach 
and, as the only means of doing this, te 
keep the French out of Portugal, or to ieiv 
them out if they, by any chance, era 


cet in. 


—_ 


shoul 
This, as I believe, it will Sends 
dented, was the object of the campaion 
and of the war, indeed, in that country 
Whether this object is, or is not, likely to 
he accomplished, it is impossible for yy, 
at present, to form an Opinion, seeing how 
contradictory are the accounts ihat we 
have received. Ifthe French should be 
beaten and taken, or if they shouid be 
again driven cut of Portugal, evei at some 
time hence ; in either of these cases, though 
we may not be able to refrain trom je. 
gretting the suflerings of the people in 
Portugal, we shall and must acknowiedze 
that the object of the war has, so far, been 
accomplished. But, if neither of these 
should happen; if the French army should 





$e 


| not be captured nor compelled to reireat; 


and, if-all Portugal, except one little 
corner, should remain at their mercy; if 
this should be the case, what shall we then 
say ? That the present state of things 
in Portugal can long continue, is, however, 
by no means probable ; for, if we cannot 
march out to the attack, and if Massena caa 
remain where he is, it is improbable in the 
highest degree that he should not receive 
reinforcements; for, aa to his commun 
cation with Almeida being cut off, the ad- 
vance of Drover has nearly disproved 
the fact. If we wait’till he receives rem- 
forcements, it will, I think, be attended 
with imminent danger ; so that there ap- 
pears to be no choice, on our part, vu 
that of speedy attack or a speedy retreat. 
Since writing the above, I perceive, 
there are, in the Counter of this evening, 
accounts of Massena’s having begun bis 
retreat, after having, for some ume, fed 
his army upon stewed horses. 








Kine’s ILLNEss. In raylast but one, at 
page 843, the Bulletins, or official Hep 
of the state of the King’s disoruer, ¥° 
brought down to the sixth instant, inclu- 
sive. ' Since that time, the following te 
been issued, all of them dated at Win oa 
Castle,’ and signed, by Doctors W va 
and Rrynotps, in addition to the fet 
who signed the Reports betore. : 
Turspay, Nov. “ 7 o-nienks el 
“ Majesty has. bad some sicep, ‘ 
“ Heitor a little, better thoughout s 
“« day.’?——-Wepnespay, Nov. 7: 








“ Majesty bad more sleep last night, 204 
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o'clock, p.m. —* His Majesty has had 


; Tes 


‘continues fully as well asin any part of | 
« yesterday.” SAME “DAY, three 
o’cluck.—"* His Majesty is much the same 
«as he was inthe ‘morning.’’——-Tuuns- 
pay, Nov. 8. “ His Majesty has had a little 
«deep, and continues nearly inthe same 
«sate as yesterday.’—-—-SaME Day, 
Ejzht o’clock, p. M.—“ His Majesty has 
«had a considerable degree of fever 
«in the course of this day, but has slept 
“once six o'clock, and is now asleep.” 
~—Frivay, Nov. 9. “ His Majesty had 
“several hours sleep, aud appears rather | 
« betterto-day.”” ——SamE DAY, $ o'clock, | 
r w.--'¢ His Majesty has-had several hous | 
“seep, and bas continued rather to im- 
Saturpbay, Nov. 10.— We | 
«consider his Majesty, this morning, to be | 
“rother better than he has been for five or 
“six days past.”’——dunpay, Nov. Tl. 
«tis Majesty is stul a little better this 
‘morning than he was yesterday.—— 
Same pAY, 9 o’clock Pp. m.—« His Majesty 
‘hos aiittle more fever this evening than 
“he bad in the morning’’——Monpay, 
12 Nov.—* Although his Majesty has 
“passed the night with very litle sleep, 
“yet he appears in no respect worse than 
“he was yesterday.””’ —— Same Day, 38 








« prove.” 
pl ¢. 





“some hours’ sleep in the course of this 
“day; and upon ‘the whole appears 


“better than he has been since the com- ! 


“mencement of his illness. ——Turspay, 
Nov. 13.—* His Majesty bas had little or 
“no sleep in the night, but continues as 
“ well as on the two preceding days —— 
From these reports it would seem, that the 
melancholy state of his Majesty remains 
what it was some days back, or not much 
‘changed for the better since the Parlia- 
Hient met, on the Ist instant. If no fa- 
‘Yourable alteration should take place be- 
fore the me eting on Thursday,the Houses, 
I suppose, will not again separate, except 
from day-to-day, which, as Lord Holland 
Suggested, on the first meeting, would 
certainly have been, as well, especially 
when we consider a constant attendance, 
under such circumstances,.as a mark of 
the anxiety of the Members, and of. their 
pect for the kingly branch of the go- 
ve rhinent,—_— W hatever tends to excite a 
Notion; that the kingly. office can be dis- 
Pcused with, or the funciions of it sus- 
pended or diminished or divided, must, 
ereenaetle be injurious to that branch of 
i [recrmenss and, in times so criticak 
chies present, ray produce very mis- 

ous consequences. And, therefore, 





, 


17) NOVEMBER 14, 1810.—King’s Hiness. (918 


while, on the one hand, no indecent haste 
should be discovered to put the exercise 
of the Royal Authority into the hands of 
the Heir Apparent, there will, 1 hope, on 
the other hand, be no reluctance disco- 
vered to place it there as soon as it shall 
be found necessary, as soon as plain rea- 
son shall say, that the measure ought no 
longer to be delayed.- Vhe state of 
things, at this moment, requires an un- 
common degree of wisdom in their ma- 
nagement., The minds of the people 
are at work, They are observers of alk 
that passes. ‘They notice every step. 
Nothing can be hidden from them. And, 
perhaps, on what is done, upon this occa- 
sion, will, in a great measure, depend 
their opinions, as to certain great points, 
for the futere, and their conduct relating 
to those points.——~—lt is now an ascer- 
ained fact, that the nation has been with- 
out a King, capable of attending to busi- 
ness, capable of executing the kingly 
functions, for scme time. It is a fact now 
officialiy promulgated, that the King has 
been in his most afiiicting state for more 
than two’ weeks 5. and, though I should 
not liketo give my opinion, as tothe precise 
time when the kingly authority ought to 
be pul inta the bands ef the Princéevof 
Wales, 1 can have no scruple in express- 
ing my hope, that, while the present state 
of things exists, the two Houses of Parlia- 
ment. will not separate, except from day- 
to-day. I agree; that, in every thing 
that.is said as well.as: done, the greatest 
possible tenderness should be shewn to- 
wards the unfortunate. Personage, whose 
malady is.the cause of the proceedings 
now contemplated as likely to become ne- 
cessary. But, at the: same time, great 
care should, be taken not to let the kingly 
ofice suffer‘in the estimation of the peo- 
ple, by saying or ‘domg’any thing that 
shall seem toargue any-regret at seeing 








the powers of Royalty- approaching the. 


hands of the Prince, or by keeping those 
powers from him longer than a manifest 
regard to propriety demands; because, 
those powers are exercised, not for him- 
self and his family alone, but for the whole 
of the people of the kingdom. 
associates with the Heir Apparent, no.man, 
that IT -have heard of, now thinks of any 





such thing. - The answer of ithe Prince to: 


the Propositions of 1788 has, lamagine, 
left noone, anconvinced. of the injurious 


tendency of. any such scheme ;. ‘and; in: 
deed, except iy a pamphiet by thevelder. 
Gzorce Rose, published since the death: 


As to any 
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of Mr. Prrt, and zntended to culogize his 
character, I have not, for many years 
past, seen any attempt, either direct or 
indirect, to justify those Propositions, 
which almost all men of all parties and 
all sects and descriptions seem to have 
agreed in regarding not only as injurious 
towards the Prince himself, but as striking 
at the very root of the Kingly Office and 
Authority. That the King might be ca- 
able of exercising the functions of Roy- 
alty during his natural life, every man 
would wish ; but, at the same time, that 
there should be as little as possible of sus- 
pension of the Royal Authority is not less, 
J am convinced, the universal wish of the 
people. 
W™. COBBETT. 
State Prison, Newgate, Tuesday, 
November 13, 1810. 





OFFICIAL PAPERS. 
Enotanp.—The Thanksgiving Prayer for 
the late abundant Harvest. 

At the Court at Windsor, the 17th of Oc- 
tober, 1840, present, ihe King’s Most Ercel- 
lent Majesty tn Counctl.—It, is this day or- 
dered by bis Majesty in Council, that his 
Grace the Lord Archbishop of Canterbury 
do prepare a form of Prayer and Thanks- 
giving to Almighty God for the abundant 
Harvest, to be read immediately after the 
General Thanksgiving on Sunday the 18th 
day of November next, and to be con- 
tinued until Sunday the 25th of the same 
month inclusive ; and it:is hereby further 
ordered, that his Majesty’s Printer do 
forthwith print a competent number of 
the said form of Prayer and Thanksgiving, 
that the same may be forthwith sent round 
and read as above directed in the several 
Churches and Chapels throughout those 
parts of the United Kingdom called Eng- 

and and Ireland.W. FAwKENER. 


The following ts the Form of Prayer and 
Thanksgiving to Almighty God, for his mercy 
in having souchsafed to bestow on this nation an 
abundant crop and favourable harvest, to be 
read in all Churches, &c. on the 18th instant. 


OQ Almighty God! who.openest wide 
thine hand, and satisfiest the désire of 
every living thing, we thank Thee that 
Thou hast reserved unto us the appointed 
Weeks of Harvest, and’ caused our valleys 
to be covered with Corn:— Sustain and 


- keep’ alive in us, we beseech ‘Thee, such’ 


* sense: of Thy bountiful goodness, that 
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we forget not in the pride of our} ‘art 

the Hand from which every 
flows. It is Thy merey, O God, that bus 
blest us in want, It is Thy mercy hci 
feedeth us with plenteousness, Protec 
and cover us, we pray Thee, from -he 
abuses of each; lest we be full, and deny 
Thee, and say, who is the Lord; or best 
we be poor and steal, and take th. Nane 
of our God in vain. More especially i 
this time dispose us to acknowledve wih 
all humility, Thy good Providence, in Sup 
plying our wants at the moment of Ale 
proaching necessity, in upholding our caus 
against the increased agcression of om 
enemies, and in continuing Thy protection t 
our most gracious Sovereizn, the Fath r of 
his people, and the Dispenser of thy 
mercies.—These praises and prayers we 
humbly offer at the Throne of Grace, 
through the merits and mediation of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, Amen. 


bh sing 





ENGLAND, Prayer for the Restoration of 


the King’s Health. 


At the Council-Chamber, Whitehall, 
the 5th of Nov. 1810, present the Lords 
of his Majesty’s most honourabie Privy 
Coanéit'—It is this day ordere! by their 
Lordships, that his Grace the Lord Arch- 
bistiop of Canterbury do prepare a Form 
of Prayer to Almighty God for the resto- 
ration of his Majesty’s health: and it is 
hereby further ordered, that his Maesty's 
Printer do forthwith prist a competent 
number of copies of the said Form of 
Prayer, that the same may be forthwith 
sent round and read inthe several chur hes 
throughout those parts of the United King: 
dom called England and Ireland. Cu=t- 
WYND. 

At the Council-Chamber, Whitehall 
the 5th of Nov. 1810, present, the Lords 
of his Majesty’s most Honourable Privy 
Councili—It is this day ordered by cal 
Lordships, that every Minister and Preac 
er, as well'of the established Church in tha 
part of Great Britain called Scotland * 
those of thé episcopal Commmnion, pe 
tected’ and allowéd by an Act pass “d 
the tenth year of her late Majesty erm 
Anne, cap. 7. intituled “ An Act ef ‘ 
vent the disturbing those of the ge 
Communion in that part of Great sn 
called »Scotlarid, in the exercise ° 
religidas worship, and in the use {: P 
Liturgy of the Church of Englan Parlin 
for‘repealing the Act passed in the’ 








st 
‘might of Scotland, ifitittiled An Act 
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irregular baptisms and marriages,’”’ do, at 
come time during the exercise of the Di- 
vine Service in such respective charch, 
congregation, or assembly, put up their 
‘ravers to Almighty God for the restora- 
“on of his Majesty’s health—Cattwynp. 


Prayer.—Form of Prayer for his Ma- 


iesty’s Recovery, prepared by the Archbishop of 


Canterbury, To be used immediately before the 
Litany, when ut shall be read; and when it 
shall not be read, immediately before the Prayer 


for all Conditions of Men ; in alt Cathedral, 


Collegiate, and Parochial Churches and Cha- 
pels in England and Ireland, as soon as the 
Ministers thereof shall receive the same; and 
to be continued during his Majesty’s present 
iudisposetion, . 


0 God, who commandest us, when we 
are in trouble, to open our hearts, and to 
tell out Our sorrows unto thee in prayer, 
ind dost promise to listen with compas- 
sion to our humble supplications, give us 


grace so to approach thee, that we offend 


‘not in word or thought; put away from us 


every impatient feeling, silence every un- 
worthy expression : let not our prayers as- 
sume the language of complaint, nor our 
sorrows the character of despair,—U pon 
thee, O God, and upon the multitude of 


hy mercies, we repose our grief. To 


thee alone we look for that -blessing, for 
hich our hearts bleed.—Raise, we im- 
plore thee, our beloved Sovereign from 
the bed of sickness and of affliction; 
oothe his parental cares; restore him to 
his family, and to his people.—And of thy 
great mercy, O God! look down with pity 
id compassion on the accumulated sor- 
ows of the Royal Family. Give them 
rength, and courage, and virtue, to meet 
‘ith pious submission the grievous trial to 
hich they are exposed ; and whether it 
hall seem fit to thine unerring wisdom, 
presently to remove from us this great ca- 
amity, or for a time to suspend it over us, 
each both them and us patiently to adore 
y inscrutable Providence, and to bless 
hy holy name for ever and ever.—These 
payers and supplications we humbly ad- 
ress to thy Divine Majesty, in the name, 
ind through the mediation of our Lord and 
aviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 





DRAZILS 4nD Buenos Ayres.—Note of 
Lord Strangford to the Junta at the 
pe Plate.— Dated Rio Janewo, July 1, 


lis Majesty’s ship Bedford is arrived at 


a 
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this port with 15 Spaniards, who were 
taken out of the Neptune, coming from 
Lima, under very peculiar circumstances, 
for which the English Captain must be 
accountable. Inthe name of my Sove- 
reign, I instantly remonstrated with him 
in the strongest terms, that he should de- 
liver to me the above-mentioned Spa- 
niards, which being complied with, I in- 
stantly placed them at the disposal of the’ 
Spanish Minister.—The conduct of the 
Captain of the Bedford, with respect to 
the said vessel and men, I entirely disown, 
and am absolutely ignorant how he will 
be able to justify himself with his govern- 
ment, under such delicate circumstances. 
Upon this occasion the detained men shalf 
be sent to that city, and I beg in the mest 
serious manner, that your Excellency wilk 
overlook the conduct of ainere individual, 
when the character of his nation is at 
stake; and that it may not in the slightest 
manner disturb the harmony and friend- 
ship which subsists between the two na- 
tions. —1 avail myself of this opportunity 
to renew to your Excellency the senti- 
ments of my esteem and respect, and have 
the honour to be, &c. &e. 





CasseL.—Commercial Decree of Jerome Nas 
poleon, Lith, Oct. 1510. 


On inspection of the Imperial Decree’ 
of the 5th August of this year, with the 
Tarif annexed of the 5th of August, re- 
specting the Duties on,Colonial Produce, 
in pursuance of the necessary Continental 
System, to put an end to the trade of Eng- 
land: and on hearing the Report of our 
Minister of Finances,—We have decreed 
and do decree.as follows: —[ Here follows 
the Tarif of 5th,of .August.]—2. Our Mi- 
nister of Finance shall have the power to 
enforce this Tarif.—3. This Decree shall, 
like that.of the 26th August. last, respects 





ing the confiseation of Colonial Produce, 


take eflect upon goods in transit as well 


as in port, 





France.—-Commercial Decree, Copied, from 
the Times News-paper of the 2. Nov.— 


Paris, 19. Oct. 1810. 


Art. All Merchandizes of whatever, 
description the produce of the Enuglish: 
manufactories, which are at, present. im, 
France, or in, any country (without ex. 
ception) where French troops,are stations 


red, shall be publicly burnt.—Art, 2, There 
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Said to hace been received, under date of 
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Courts of Jadicature to detect Smugglers, 
and persons concerned in illicit tratlic; 
and to inflict punishment by imprison- 
ment, for a term not less than three, nor 
more than ten years.—In addition to the 
above articles, there is another which spe- 
cifies the punishment on the Merchant, or 
Smuggler, viz. to be branded on the fore- 
head with the letters V. D. 


SwEpen.—Letier said to have been written 
by BernapoTte to the Old King, upon 
the news of his election being communi- 
cated to hun. 


SirzE,—I will not attempt to represent 
to your Majesty the feelings by which I 
was pervaded,, when | understood that a 
nation, highly celebrated in the annals 
of the world, had thought fit to direct 
their attention towards a military cha- 
racier, who owes every thing to the af- 
fection of his country. It will be equally 
difficult for me to express my gratitude 
and astonishment at the wonderful mag- 
nanimity with which your Majesty pre- 
sented, as your successor, a person bound 
to you by no ties. The more your Ma- 
jesty has endeavoured to accomplish this 
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shall every where be established especial | 
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Sire,—Your most devoted and 
J. Bernavory BR 


respect, 
obedient, 


Pruss1a.—Commercial Decree.— Berlin 
Oct. 1810. 


We, Frederick William, by the 
of God, King of Prussia, &c. make known 
hereby, that a desire to support the design 
of the general continental system, as it js 
more specifically set forth in the Inperia| 
French Decrees,: and to accomplish more 
completely the — regulations respecting 
commerce, and to carry them fully into 
efiect, has moved us:to decree as follows: 
—1. The commerce of England, and with 
her colonies and independencies, shall be 
governed completely and entirely through. 
out our States by the former decrees and 
regulations for the empire of France.—g, 
All colonial produce conveyed by sea, 
without respect to its origin, shall be con- 
sidered as belonging to England, and as 
being conveyed for the benefit of her 
merchants.—3. All colonial produce 
coming by sea shall, without respect to 
its having a French licénse, be subject to 
the duties stated in the following tari!, on 
its Conveyance into our territory, wheter 
it be derived from prizes taken, ships con- 


() 


orace 


Sine ee . 





object for the Swedish people, the more 
infinite is my gratitude.—I do not conceal 
from myself the extent nor difficulty of 


fiscated in our ports, or otherwise —[Then 
follows the tarif of Trianon, but it is added 
that a higher tax upon tea Is under consi 
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my duties; but if I'cantrustto my own 
heart, I shall fulfil them. There never 
existed in the soul of a man a more 
powerful spring of action, and never was 
there a happier opportunity presented for 
him to dedicate his existence to the wel- 
fare of a nation.—As soon as your Ma- 
jesty’s letter was delivered to me by the 
Count Morner, I hastened to forward it to 
his Majesty the Emperor and King. He 
was pleased completely to crown his good- 
ness towards me, by authorising me to be- 
come the adopted son of his Majesty. 
According to what you have been pleased 
to address to me, I shall hasten my. de- 
parture, to lay at-your Majesty’s feet my 
grateful homage, and to make your Ma- 
jesty the depositor of my oath. To this 
day Ihave placed my whole fame and 
character on serving my country, but 
France will, I venture‘to flatter myself, 
assist me in my’ exertions for the benefit 
of Sweden: She cannot without emotion 
see one of her children destined by the 
Voice of a magnanimous people to govern 
a kingdom which has been long numbered 
among her Ailies.—Lam, with profoundest 





deration, and will be imposed.]—4. 
Those increased duties shall be paid 
upon all colonial produce entering ur 
kingdom afier the 20:b of this mon h, and 
shall with respect to the produce seizd on 
our account be immediately paid by the 
buyer after the sale, and with regard to 
goods imported from neighbouring staies 
shall be paid by the importer before wh 
loading the vessel. And should the i 
porter not be able to pay, or give | curity 
for the same, in such case the gooes Yr 
be detained under the care of the a, 
house, —5. The laws in favour of se" 
manufactures, with respect to the re 
sumption Tax of the raw material, rem ’ 
unaltered; inasmuch as a higher ay 
upon these only injuries we anh 
the Continent, and makes the contr “et 
trade in Engtish manofactures mo* tbe 
fitable. Those manufacturers who eo 
convicted o/ disposing of materials rece 
for the manufacture, at the jower 133) 
consumers or tradesmen, shall im 
forfeit this privilege ; and rape 
a fine, pay the value of the an we tin 
—6. The colonial produce conse 
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our ports, which is either received from 
foreigners, or are by the buyers declared, 
to be for sale to foreign countries, as also 
that which enters from neighbouring 
States into our dominions, not: for inland 
use, but for transit, and actually is exported, 
‘s free from the new Consumption Duty, 
but remains subject, in all respects, to the 
increased Transit Duty formerly imposed 
upon such produce ; and so long as it re- 
mains in the country, is subject to the 
constant control of the Custom-house Ofii- 
cers; they must, therefore, before they 
are expedited, upon entering into the ter- 
ritory, be examined as to their quality, 
accurately weighed, loaded, and their ac- 
tual export out of the country be attested 
by the proper officer—The person ex- 
pediting, or carrier, who does not prove 
the regular delivery of the goods within 
the time allowed by. the laws of the Cus- 
toms, is obliged to pay the additional 
amount of the new Consumption ‘Tax.— 
7. Every omission to declare the entry 
of colonial produce at the frontier Custom- 


| houses of the country, incurs the confisca- 


cation of thesame. Hitherto the Custom 
Laws have not assigned a greater punish- 
ment; on this footing it therefore re- 
mains—Every person is bound to abide 
by this regulation, and our ministers are 
commissioned duly to publish the. same, 
and to see to their execution, and to watch 


incessantly over the punctual obedience 
to them. 





FRANCE ——The Distribution of the Forces 
in September, 1810. 


From the Imperial Printing Office at 
Paris, a little work has been issued, under 
the title of « Situation of the troops of the 
French Empire, at the Epoch of the Ist 
ol September, 1810.” It comprises a full 
‘ccount of all French auxiliary and fo- 
feign regiments in the French service, and 
‘mong others the following :— 

1. Frencu Inrantry.—122 French re- 
giments of the line, each 5 battalions 
‘trong. Of these 23 are united with 
others, leaving 99. These 99 are dis- 
Posed as follows: 

51 in Spain and Portugal. 
5 in Naples. 
lt in Italy and Tuscany. 
4 in Iilyria. ; 
5 in Holland, 
4 in camp before Boulogne. 


‘« in Germany with the division of 
Fr lant, Gudin, nif : 
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of light infantry, of 5 battalions, 5 of ri 
which are incorporated with others, leay- 
ing 27 thus situated : 
15 in Spain. 
6 on the road thither. 
3 in Germany. 
2 in Hlyria. 
1 in Naples. 
10 Provisional half brigades on the 
way to Spain. 

4 Provisional regiments of various kinds. 
They make the second division of the rear 
guard of the army of Spain. 

2. Frencn Cavarry. ' 

2 Carbine regiments in France. 

14 Cuirassier Regiments ; 4 in Germany. 
1 in Spain, the remainder in France. 
30 Dragoon regiments ; 25 in Spain. 
28 Chasseur regiments; 1 in Germany. 
5 in Italy. 
3 in Holland. 
in Naples. 
in Italy, 
in Spain. | 
2 in Iilyria. 
1 before Boulogne. 1 

11 Hussar regiments (the llth was | 

formerly Dutch.) | 
6 in Spain. 
1 in Italy. 
1 in Holland. 
1 in Germany, 

1 Provisional regiment of light horse in Piha 
Spain. j | 

10 Provisional dragoon regiments of 
6 or 8 companies, and two squadrons in 
Spain. 

2 Provisional Chasseur regiments of 5 
eompanies in Spain. 
$3. ImreniaL Attigp Troops aT PRESENT 

IN. SPAIN. 
Swiss, 

4 Regiments. of the line. 

1 Waltsor battalion. 

} Neufchatel battalion, with 

1 Company of Artillery. 

Italian, 

2 Light Infantry regiments. 

5 Regiments of the line. 

2 Squadrons Napoleon Dragoons. 

2 Ditto Royal Jagers. 

1 Regiment of Artillery on foot. 

1 Company of Artillery on horseback, 

5 Companies of Artillery Train. 

! Neapolitan, | 

1 Light Regiment. 

2 Regiments of the Line Infantry. 

2 Kegiments of Horse Jagers, 

Rhenish, 
1 Regiment of Infantry (two battalions.) 
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927) 
‘Baden, 
1 Company of Artillery and Train, 
1 Regiment of Infantry. 
Hesse Darmstadt, 
i Company of Infaatry. 
2 Regiments of Ditto. 
Nassau, 
1 Squadron of Horse Jagers. 
3 Regiments of Infantry. 
ecaXon, 
i Regiment of [atantry. 
Wourizbargh, 
1 Battalion from Frankfort, 


Walduck, 


Schwartzburg, Radolsteds, Sancerhausen, 
Lippe Detmald, Lippe Buckburgh, and 


Reuss, 1 Company from each. 
W arsaw, 
3 Regiments ot Infantry. 
1 Company of Sappers. 
Dutch, 
2 Reciments of Infantry of the Line. 
1 Squadron of Hussars, 
2 Companies of Artillery. 
1 Company of Train. 
1 Company of Miners. 
Westphalia, 
3 Regiments of Infantry of the Line. 
1 Battalion of Light Infantry, 
1 Company of Foot Artillery. 
}. Regiment of Horse Jagers, 
Ducliy of Berg, 
3 Regiments of Infantry. — 
1 Company: of Artillery and. Traia. 
Then follow a List of the Regiments 


of 


Foreign troops, of about 30,Legions, or 


59 Squadrons, and Gens d’Armerie. 


It 


gives the names of six Inspecting Gene- 
tals, 36 Sub Inspecting. Generals, 53 Com- 
missary-Generals, 436, Commissaries. of 


War. : 





SwitTZERLAND.— Measures adopted in. the dif- 
ferent Cantons for the sequestration of 
English and Colonial Goouds..—22d Oct. 


“T810. 


The Government, of Fribourg ordered, 
on the 15th of October, the seqtestration 
of English and colonial merchandize, the 
confiscation of ihe former, and the levying 
of the duties fixed by tarif on: all the co- 
lonial prodece at present in the canton, 
or which shall enter it in future. —Similar 
measures were takenion the same day by 
the Government of Soleure, and it has or- 
dered that no depot of colonial produce 
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ntiers of Fray 
mie d ce, 
—In the canton of Schaffhausen 2 


be permitted on the fro 


; . all Ene. 
lish and colonia} goods have been ada 
to be placed in depots. Every person 
who wishes to get. away colonial produce 
from the magazines, where it is deposited. 
must pay the duties conformably to the 
tarif.—The government of Vaud has sub- 
jected ail colonial produce to a tarif, and 
has prohibited every depot of that com. 
modity on the frontiers of France.—The 
canton of St. Gall ordered, on the 16th of 
October, that all English merchandize 
should be sequestrated and confiscated: 
that colomtal prodace shouk! be seques. 
trated and subjécted to a tarifi—The o- 
vernment of Thurgau adopted the same 
measures on the same day —That of Ui 
has. ordered the sequestration of colonial 
produce; there was no English merchan- 
dize inthat canton.—The Lower Under. 
wald has adopted the same measures.— 
The Grand Council ofthe exterior Rhodes 
of Appenzell, was convoked on the 16th, 
for the purpose of adopting similar reso- 
lutions.—On ibe 15:h, the governinent of 
the Grisons had already ordered the de- 
claration of all-the colonial produce to be 
found im that canton.—The measures 
taken by the Cantonal Governments could 
not be simultaneous, because they lie at 
very different distances from the Central 
Government; but all of them adopt suc- 
cessively the same resolutions.—A Com- 
mission appointed by M. the Landain- 
man is employed about the means of 
maintaining in Switzerland the system 
which ‘has been adopted.—M. the Lan- 
damman has invited all the Cantonal Go- 
vernments to cause ‘an account to be 
taken of all the colonial merchandize 10 
Switzerland, for the purpose of ascertain- 
ing such as belongs:to foreign merchants. 
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COBBETT’S. 


Parliamentary Debates: 


The Fifteenth, Sixtéenth, and Seve 
teenth Volumes of the above Work W 
be published in about a Fortnight. 
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